Pashtun Tribal Confederacies in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan 
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Romarks: Conteéoratens ane lisiod inthe order of ther demegraphic size. if ona 
WEE Io Feline ihe old genealogical conmectons and combine the Lodi wth the 
BalarviGhileai, then the nin expanded confederacy would cuitank the Ghaighasi 
in Size, 
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Observabons: Tribal confederacias 
are offen mith-based relationship 
bebweean inbes ihal bebe in a 
shared ancent pabiarch progenitor. 
Monetheless, @ biba oor a portion of 
it, may ieave the old confederacy 
and join a new. if its inferests ao 
dictaie. There ane, 2.9.. Almadzai 
tnbes among ihe Saran, Gatan and 
Ghanghast confederacies. 


The. popdous Lodi dor Loin) 
confinigracy has a close association 
with tie GhilmaltGhilji confederation. 
For ihe past many ceniurics, 
however, it has maintained an 
independent khentty and history of 


The inbes in the far northeaston 
regeans of the Pashtun-inhabited 
arcas of Pakestan and Afghanistan 
hive Eee usuidlly classed a4 
independent from ay iraditional 
eonfaderk: assecilign, This has 
been the slandard pci by the 
Brilish duthers and researchers. 
sange the muddle of the 14h century, 
The Pashtun iibes in ihe area, 
howe, do not nennaly share This 
Saece, The gféat Shirnvrari, 
Matimand and the Safi tibes ane 
prime examples, as they associale 
themcelves, respectively, wilh the 
Sarban! Abdal,  Kadkan and 
Ghanghagsht confederations. Aa 
three were and ane, however, listed 
in the British (and Pakistan) sources 
as being independent o¢ mernbers 
af the amorphous “Nonhem Ties” 


groupeng. 


In ihe ciurent peurmalishe liberelure, 
tibal confaderaces are mitlabeted, 
“super bibes.” This misnomer is 
inaccurate and showld be avolted: 


Of greal import is thal ihe Ghilzai, 
being the fourth in demagraphie wesght 
amang ihe tive Pashtun confederacias, 
hie treacionaly compensated for thes 
rumerical infenanty by the aeldeed 
walikentss ard looardness. The 


Adghan Communist ragene as well as 


tne Afghan Taliban wane and are 
basically Ghia éendeavers for 
darination of power i that ooaniry. 
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